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Consistent with best practices, CARES emphasizes intensive, comprehensive

intervention, based on the principles of applied behavior analysis (ABA). CARES provides
the kind of early, consistent and extended treatment that is necessary for young children
to make significant improvements.

In a recent CARES group, for instance, 80 percent of the children transitioned back to
their home school district. Of those who returned to their district, 75 percent were placed
in an inclusive classroom (with nondisabled peers).

CARES’ mission is to maximize each child’s abilities through systematic and comprehensive
skill-building. CARES focuses on the development of cognitive, language and behavioral
skills, with an emphasis on functional communication from the start.

To achieve these goals, CARES uses various behavioral instructional techniques including
discrete-trial instruction, fluency-building, and principles of incident teaching, task analysis
and programmed generalization.

‘The program conducts a scientific evaluation of each child, and then creates customized
treatment objectives and a corresponding curriculum. CARES then implements the
child’s curriculum in a cohesive and analytic manner. Staff members take a detailed, step-
by-step approach to teaching each skill and carefully monitor the child’s program, making
adjustments as needed.

CARES conducts monthly team meetings for each child, and a clinical consultant provides
frequent, direct supervision of the child’s program. CARES also provides parent training, as
family participation is an important aspect of the program.

To help children transition from in-home treatment to school, CARES offers training for
school personnel and in-classroom assistance or “shadowing.”

CARES is a key resource in Bancrofts continuum of care for people with autism, which
includes a range of other services for children and adults.

Bancroft admits people of any race, color, religion, national or ethnic origin to all programs,
activities, rights and privileges generally provided to people served by the organization.




